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Pastor é..é.éReverend Scott D. Brockson 

                                  padrescott96@aol.com 
 
 

Pastor  Emerituséé.é..Rev. Msgr. John Graf 
 

Weekend Celebrant....Rev. Francis Caponi, OSA 
 

Weekend Celebrant....Rev. Chris Beretta, OSFS 
 
 

In Residence é.éRev. Msgr. Frank Depman 

                                  Rev. Laurence Gleason 
 
 

Deacons é.ééé..Deacon Thomas Hannan 

                            Deacon Michael DeGrasse 
                                  Deacon Jeffrey Hanna 
 
 

Operations Manager é.ééMary Rose Edmonds 
 

Parish Office Staff éé..ééDonna Brumbaugh 

                                              Ann Caruso 
                                                         

School Principal é.ééééé.Danielle White 
 
 

Director of Religious Education ....Karen Batdorf  
 
 

Parish Office  (Ph) 610-869-2722, (fax) 610-869-3252 
 
 

School Office  (Ph) 610-869-9576, (fax) 610-869-4049 
 
 

Religious Education Office  éé...(Ph) 610-869-8575 
 

Facilities Request facilities@assumptionbvmwestgrove.org 
 

 

Sacraments and Devotions 
    

Baptism: Sundays at 1:30 pm in Church (bimonthly)  
 

Matrimony: Engaged couples are asked to meet with 

parish priest at least six months prior to wedding and 

enroll in a marriage-prep program. 
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays, 11:00 am-12:15 pm 

(Church) 
 

Rosary: Wednesdays, 6:30 pm (Church)  
 

 

Liturgy of the Hours: 7:00 am Monday-Thursday (Church) 
 

Bulletin: Submit articles by 8:00 am on Thursday for 

publication the following week. Submit to the Parish 

Office or email DonnaABVM@comcast.net 

 

Church and Parish Office:  
 

300 State Road Å West Grove, PA  19390  

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Email: abvm@comcast.net 

Web: assumptionbvmwestgrove.org  

Facebook: ABVM Parish Community, West Grove, PA 
 

Weekend Mass Times  
Saturday:  4:30 pm  

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,  12:00 pm Masses  
 

Daily Mass Schedule 

6:30 am - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

8:15 am - Tuesday, Friday 
  

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday-Friday, 7:00 am to 7:00 pm, Adoration Chapel 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 6, 2015 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

     On Tuesday we will celebrate the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception.  In the United States it is 
always a holy day of obligation since Mary is the 
patroness of our country under the title of the 
Immaculate Conception.  Please make every effort to attend Mass in honor of 
Our Lady.  Mass at ABVM will be celebrated at 8:15 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
 

     What is meant by the ñImmaculate Conceptionò?  Sometimes it is confused 
with the Annunciation, which refers to the conception of Jesus in the womb of 
the Virgin Mary.  Jesus was miraculously conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, at the moment when Mary gave her ñYesò to the message of the 
Archangel Gabriel, who announced that she would conceive the one who 
would be called the Son of God (Luke 1:35).  Jesus was conceived without a 
human father since God was his Father.  His miraculous conception would 
allow no doubt as to his divinity.  
 

The Immaculate Conception refers to the conception of Mary when St. Ann 
and St. Joachim came together as husband and wife some thirteen to sixteen 
years before the Annunciation.  The miracle occurred when the Holy Spirit 
intervened at the moment of conception and filled the soul of Mary with his 
grace, so that she would not suffer the evil of original sin.  Mary received at 
her conception what her spiritual children would receive in Holy Baptism ï the 
inpouring of the Holy Spirit, which fills the emptiness caused by original sin.  
Therefore, unlike the rest of humanity, Mary was not inclined to sin.  She was 
not subject to what is called concupiscence, which is the inclination to sin.  
Concupiscence has afflicted every human person since the Fall of Adam and 
Eve.  This is why it is usually easier to do wrong than to do right, as 
experience shows that it is easier to destroy something than it is to build it.  
Mary was always inclined to do what was right.  Unfortunately, Jesus was the 
only other human being who experienced this grace. 
 

     The gift of being conceived without sin was given to Mary as pure grace; 
she did not earn it.  How could she, since by definition it was conferred at the 
moment that she began to exist?  It was given in virtue of the merits of her 
Sonôs sacrifice on the Cross, which God could foresee even though the event 
would not take place for some forty years or so in the future.  For this reason, 
Jesus is Maryôs Savior just as much as he is ours.  Mary never sinned nor 
was she ever attracted by sin, by virtue of a singular (unique) grace.  
Certainly, she cooperated with God in preserving her purity, avoiding evil and 
doing good, just as we must.  But it was only possible for Mary to be holy 
because of the grace which God gave her, as we know that we certainly are 
not able to please God without the help of his Holy Spirit. 
 

     Mary was immaculately conceived in order to prepare her to be the Mother 
of Jesus.  So the Immaculate Conception, just as all of the Marian doctrines, 
reveal as much or more about Christ than they do about Mary.  Jesus is all 
purity and holiness, and it would not have been fitting for him to have been 
conceived in a body that knew sin, even original sin.  Jesus is God made 
man, having a true human nature like we do, like us in all things but sin 
(Hebrews 4:15).  Jesus, of course, was immaculately conceived like Mary.  He 
did not suffer original sin, since the Holy Spirit animated his human soul from 
the very beginning.  Jesus also remained a virgin his entire life.  God did what 
he did for Mary out of love for her, but more importantly, because of her 
indispensable role in the work of salvation as the Mother of the Savior. 
 

Sincerely in Jesus and Mary, 

  

 

Last Spring we announced the 
need to increase our offertory 
income to an average of $18,200 
per week.  We asked that each 
family consider increasing their 
offertory donation by 12%.  Since 
that time we are averaging 
$17,440 per week. The offertory 
income increase is necessary 
because of rising operating ex-
penses, including significant un-
budgeted maintenance repairs.  
Many of you have demonstrated 
your generosity to enable us to 
better meet our needs.  If you 
have not increased your offertory 
donation, please consider doing 
so. Be as generous as you can.  

The 2016 Parish Appeal to ad-
dress a shortfall of $100,000 in 
our budget for the Parish this fis-
cal year is off to an excellent 
start. To date we have raised 
more than $45,000 toward our 
goal.  More than $83,000 has 
been committed by more than 
200 generous donors.  If you 
have not yet turned in your Inten-
tion Card, please do so at your 
earliest convenience. 

Collection for week of Nov. 28/29, 2015 

Weekly Collection  $16,287  

New Avg. Wkly Needed $18,775  

Actual Avg. Income $17,440  

YTD Over/(Under) ($16,717)  

Includes $3,811 E-Giving, 23% Participation 
    

Nov. 21/22, 2015 Collection:         $17,998  
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Bob Lauer, Tim Reilly, Mary Ann Rig-
gins, Jim Spaulding, Patricia Kieras, Bob 
Moran, Francis Klick, Eleanor & Bill Sau-

erwine, Brian B., Catherine McCreary, 
Brlansky Family, Ted & Marianne Hard-
en, Barbara Donohoe, Edward OôBrien, 

Marcia Bowers, Mary Louise Bove, Debbie Robinson, Grego-
ry & Ed Painter, Mary Fincher, Clark, Heyburn, Blowe & 
Kosowski families, Philip Caruso, Philip Miller, Donna & Stan-
ley Zmijewski, Joseph Bell, Timothy Kocher, Diana Hoy, Jack 
Carney, Katie Sedlak & Marion Smith, Robert Vito, Frankie 
K., Ryan Coyle, Msgr. John Graf, Nancy West, Ted & Mari-
anne Harden, Marcus Forst, Kal-El Rosenberg, Scott Wiesen-
berg, Lisa Erling Vito, George Zacharkiw, Mary Twadell, Bob 
& Evan Humkey, Christine Hendrickson, Todd Schmucker, 
George Gamache, Luke Ramowski, Face of Christ & Visita-
tion Prayer Intentions  
 

Jay McWilliams, Major Nicholas Beam-
er, Spc Thomas Wolfe, SrA Michael 
Kauffman, PFC James T. Mackereth, 
Petty Officer Daniel Carr, Staff Sgt. 
John Koss, Jr., LCPL Michelle Smith, 

R.C. Gosselin, Lt. John Joseph Eife, SrA Ashli McEntee, Ray 
Nelson, A1C Lyle Laub, USAF, Cpl. Samuel Ellis, Lnc. Cpl. 
Michael Guerrera, Cpl. Jonathan Russell Lynch, William Ew-
ers, FS3 Cody Liebeskind 
Public Prayer Request  
 

Name: __________________________________________ 
 

Requester/Phone:__________________________________ 
 

Requests will be printed in the bulletin for one month and military 
prayers for six months.  You may renew as often as you wish. 

 

 Today's Gospel reading references an ancient text from the 
Old Testament Book of Isaiah. There a prophecy was made 
that John the Baptist would fulfill many years later; John is the 
"voice of one crying out in the desert." And the message that 
John's voice proclaimed, in preparation for the coming of the 
Messiah, was a message of repentance. 
 

As we prepare to welcome the Lord this Advent season, we 
should make the "path" of our souls level, straight, and 
smooth. We should "fill" the valleys of laziness or despair with 
diligence and joy. The mountains of pride and greed should be 
made low with humility and generosity. The winding roads of 
dishonesty and manipulation "shall be made straight" with 
commitment to the truth. And the rough ways of our 
selfishness and stubbornness should be made smooth 
through charity and docility to the Holy Spirit. When we live 
our faith with sincerity and devotion, our souls are 
transformed. This Advent, may our souls become a pleasant 
path for Christ. 
 

Luke 3:1-6: Why do you think historical context was so 
important to Luke?  
 

Baruch 5:1-9: What do you find most comforting in Baruchôs 
words of encouragement? 
 

Philippians 1:4-6,8-11: Paul speaks of praying ñalways with 
joyò to the Philippians.  When do you find yourself praying with 
joy to the Lord? 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 6, 2015 

Welcome 
We would like to welcome the following new members to the 

Assumption BVM Parish Family: 
 
 

Carl and Judith Zipfel, Jr.  

Rest in Peace  
 

   Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  May their souls and all the souls of  

               the faithful departed rest in peace.  
 
 

Linda Lucas 
Edward OôDonnell 

Ernest Marvel 
Giuseppa Tomarchio 

 

We Fly to Your Protection 
 

We fly to your protection, 

O holy Mother of God;  

despise not our petitions 

in our necessities, 

but deliver us always from 

all dangers, O glorious and 

blessed Virgin. Amen.  Immaculate Mary, Pray for Us!  
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015 

(Holy Day of Obligation) 

8:15 am Mass (Main Church) 

7:00 pm Mass (Main Church) 

(Note: The Parish Office will be closed on Dec. 8th) 
 

 OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

Saturday, December 12, 2015 

12:00 pm Mass (Main Church) 

Eucharistic Adoration 

  Adoration Hours are  

     MONðFRI, 7 AM to 7 PM  
 
 
 

Have you considered sharing a holy hour with 1 or 2 
others? Please consider inviting someone to share an hour 
or half an hour with you and Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament.  It would be a great blessing for all of us to 
have 2 or 3 people for every hour. Whether you can 
commit to this or just a few minutes, all are welcome to 
spend time with the Lord. For questions or sign -up for a 
holy hour, please contact Mary at hartown@verizon.net  or 
610-255-0382, Cyndi at cyndi.m1@gmail.com, or Mary 
Ellen at 610-345-0024.  

Assumption B.V.M. Parish                                                                                           Sunday, De cember 6, 2015 

 

 

Website for Archdiocesan Observance  

http://archphila.org/mercy/  
 

All the faithful of the Archdiocese are invited to the 

Cathedral of SS. Peter and Paul as Archbishop Chaput 

opens the Jubilee Holy Door and celebrates the solemn 

Mass for the holy year on Dec. 13, 2015 at 6:30 pm. 
 

�9�D�W�L�F�D�Q�¶�V���:�H�E�V�L�W�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���(�[�W�U�D�R�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\���-�X�E�L�O�H�H 

             http://www.iubilaeummisericordiae.va  

 

                  JUBILEE  YEAR  OF MERCY !  
Encounter the life-changing mercy of  

God during this holy year by making a 

commitment to pray the  

Chaplet of Divine Mercy each day 

from Dec. 8, 2015 to Nov. 20, 2016. 

Watch how God brings powerful  

grace and blessing to you and your loved ones!                     

 Learn more at archphila.org/mercy. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS M ASSES 
 

 Dec. 24th Christmas Eve Masses:   
     4:00 pm (Main Church) 
     4:15 pm (Parish Center) 
     7:00 pm (Main Church) 
 

 Dec. 25th Christmas Day Masses:  
     Midnight Mass (Main Church) 
     9:00 am Mass (Main Church) 
     11:00 am Mass (Main Church)   Advent Confessions  

 

During the Season of Advent, the following Con-
fession opportunities are available here at ABVM:  
 

  Saturday, December 12th, 11:00 am to 12:30 pm             

  Saturday, December 19th, 11:00 am to 12:30 pm 
  Sunday, December 20th, 9:00 am  
  (Confessions following the 8 am Mass - 3 Priests available)  

 

+ + + + + + + + +  
 

In addition, note the following area Penance Services:  
 

  �7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\�����'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�������W�K���������S�P���D�W���6�W�����3�D�W�U�L�F�N�·�V 
  �0�R�Q�G�D�\�����'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�������V�W���������S�P���D�W���6�W�����&�R�U�Q�H�O�L�X�V�· 
  �7�X�H�V�G�D�\�����'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�������Q�G���������S�P���D�W���6�W�����*�D�E�U�L�H�O�·�V 
 
 

�³�'�R���Q�R�W���E�H���D�I�U�D�L�G���R�I���F�R�Q�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q���´ 
-Pope Francis  

mailto:hartown@verizon.net
mailto:cyndi.m1@gmail.com

