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Pastor é..é.éReverend Scott D. Brockson 

                                  padrescott96@aol.com 
 
 

Pastor  Emerituséé.é..Rev. Msgr. John Graf 
 

Weekend Celebrant....Rev. Francis Caponi, OSA 
 

Weekend Celebrant....Rev. Chris Beretta, OSFS 
 
 

In Residence é.éRev. Msgr. Frank Depman 

                                  Rev. Laurence Gleason 
 
 

Deacons é.ééé..Deacon Thomas Hannan 

                            Deacon Michael DeGrasse 
                                  Deacon Jeffrey Hanna 
 
 

Operations Manager é.ééMary Rose Edmonds 
 

Parish Office Staff éé..ééDonna Brumbaugh 

                                              Ann Caruso 
                                                         

School Principal é.ééééé.Danielle White 
 
 

Director of Religious Education ....Karen Batdorf  
 
 

Parish Office  (Ph) 610-869-2722, (fax) 610-869-3252 
 
 

School Office  (Ph) 610-869-9576, (fax) 610-869-4049 
 
 

Religious Education Office  éé...(Ph) 610-869-8575 
 

Facilities Request facilities@assumptionbvmwestgrove.org 
 

 

Sacraments and Devotions 
    

Baptism: Sundays at 1:30 pm in Church (bimonthly)  
 

Matrimony: Engaged couples are asked to meet with 

parish priest at least six months prior to wedding and 

enroll in a marriage-prep program. 
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays, 11:00 am-12:15 pm 

(Church) 
 

Rosary: Wednesdays, 6:30 pm (Church)  
 

 

Liturgy of the Hours: 7:00 am Monday-Thursday (Church) 
 

Bulletin: Submit articles by 8:00 am on Thursday for 

publication the following week. Submit to the Parish 

Office or email DonnaABVM@comcast.net 

 

Church and Parish Office:  
 

300 State Road Å West Grove, PA  19390  

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Email: abvm@comcast.net 

Web: assumptionbvmwestgrove.org  

Facebook: ABVM Parish Community, West Grove, PA 
 

Weekend Mass Times  
Saturday:  4:30 pm  

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,  12:00 pm Masses  
 

Daily Mass Schedule 

6:30 am - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

8:15 am - Tuesday, Friday 
  

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday-Friday, 7:00 am to 7:00 pm, Adoration Chapel 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 20, 2015 
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POPE FRANCIS ON THE OCCASION OF THE INAUGURATION  
OF THE HOLY YEAR OF MERCY (DEC 8, 2015) 

 
In a few moments I will have the joy of opening the Holy Door of Mercy.  We carry 
out this act ï as I did in Bangui ï so simple yet so highly symbolic, in the light of the 
word of God which we have just heard.  That word highlights the primacy of 
grace.  Again and again these readings make us think of the words by which the 
angel Gabriel told an astonished young girl of the mystery which was about to enfold 
her: ñHail, full of graceò (Lk 1:28).  The Virgin Mary was called to rejoice above all 
because of what the Lord accomplished in her.  Godôs grace enfolded her and made 
her worthy of becoming the Mother of Christ.  When Gabriel entered her home, even 
the most profound and impenetrable of mysteries became for her a cause for joy, a 
cause for faith, a cause for abandonment to the message revealed to her.  The 
fullness of grace can transform the human heart and enable it to do something so 
great as to change the course of human history. 
 
The feast of the Immaculate Conception expresses the grandeur of Godôs love.  Not 
only does he forgive sin, but in Mary he even averts the original sin present in every 
man and woman who comes into this world.  This is the love of God which precedes, 
anticipates and saves.  The beginning of the history of sin in the Garden of Eden 
yields to a plan of saving love.  The words of Genesis reflect our own daily 
experience: we are constantly tempted to disobedience, a disobedience expressed in 
wanting to go about our lives without regard for Godôs will.  This is the enmity which 
keeps striking at peopleôs lives, setting them in opposition to Godôs plan.   Yet the 
history of sin can only be understood in the light of Godôs love and forgiveness.  Sin 
can only be understood in this light.  Were sin the only thing that mattered, we would 
be the most desperate of creatures.  But the promised triumph of Christôs love 
enfolds everything in the Fatherôs mercy.  The word of God which we have just heard 
leaves no doubt about this.  The Immaculate Virgin stands before us as a privileged 
witness of this promise and its fulfilment. 
 
This Extraordinary Year is itself a gift of grace.  To pass through the Holy Door 
means to rediscover the infinite mercy of the Father who welcomes everyone and 
goes out personally to encounter each of them.  It is he who seeks us!  It is he who 
comes to encounter us!  This will be a year in which we grow ever more convinced of 
Godôs mercy.  How much wrong we do to God and his grace when we speak of sins 
being punished by his judgment before we speak of their being forgiven by his mercy 
(cf. Saint Augustine, De Praedestinatione Sanctorum, 12, 24)!  But that is the 
truth.  We have to put mercy before judgment, and in any event Godôs judgment will 
always be in the light of his mercy.  In passing through the Holy Door, then, may we 
feel that we ourselves are part of this mystery of love, of tenderness.  Let us set 
aside all fear and dread, for these do not befit men and women who are 
loved.  Instead, let us experience the joy of encountering that grace which transforms 
all things. 
 
Today, here in Rome and in all the dioceses of the world, as we pass through the 
Holy Door, we also want to remember another door, which fifty years ago the Fathers 
of the Second Vatican Council opened to the world.  This anniversary cannot be 
remembered only for the legacy of the Councilôs documents, which testify to a great 
advance in faith.  Before all else, the Council was an encounter.  A 
genuine encounter between the Church and the men and women of our time.  An 
encounter marked by the power of the Spirit, who impelled the Church to emerge 
from the shoals which for years had kept her self-enclosed so as to set out once 
again, with enthusiasm, on her missionary journey.  It was the resumption of a 
journey of encountering people where they live: in their cities and homes, in their 
workplaces.  Wherever there are people, the Church is called to reach out to them 
and to bring the joy of the Gospel, and the mercy and forgiveness of God.  After 
these decades, we again take up this missionary drive with the same power and 
enthusiasm.  The Jubilee challenges us to this openness, and demands that we not 
neglect the spirit which emerged from Vatican II, the spirit of the Samaritan, as 
Blessed Paul VI expressed it at the conclusion of the Council.  May our passing 
through the Holy Door today commit us to making our own the mercy of the Good 
Samaritan. 

 

Last Spring we announced the 
need to increase our offertory 
income to an average of $18,200 
per week.  We asked that each 
family consider increasing their 
offertory donation by 12%.  Since 
that time we are averaging 
$17,560 per week.  The offertory 
income increase is necessary 
because of rising operating ex-
penses, including significant un-
anticipated maintenance repairs.  
Many of you have demonstrated 
your generosity to enable us to 
better meet our needs.  If you 
have not increased your offertory 
donation, please consider doing 
so. Be as generous as you can. 

The 2016 Parish Appeal was initi-
ated by the Parish Finance Coun-
cil to address a shortfall of 
$100,000 in our budget for the 
Parish this fiscal year. The Ap-
peal is off to an excellent start. To 
date, more than $95,000 has 
been committed by more than 
245 generous donors.  We have 
received in hand more than 
$51,000 toward our goal.  If you 
have not yet submitted your In-
tention Card, please do so at your 
earliest convenience. 

 

Please Note:  
 
December 12/13 Collection 
information will be listed in 
next weekendôs bulletin. 

 
Immaculate Conception Collection: 

$1,460.15   
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Nicole Vitale, Matthew Rosenburg, Bob 
Lauer, Tim Reilly, Mary Ann Riggins, Jim 
Spaulding, Patricia Kieras, Bob Moran, 

Francis Klick, Eleanor & Bill Sauerwine, 
Brian B., Catherine McCreary, Brlansky 
Family, Ted & Marianne Harden, Barba-

ra Donohoe, Edward OôBrien, Marcia Bowers, Mary Louise 
Bove, Debbie Robinson, Ed Painter, Mary Fincher, Clark, 
Heyburn, Blowe & Kosowski families, Philip Caruso, Philip 
Miller, Donna & Stanley Zmijewski, Joseph Bell, Timothy 
Kocher, Diana Hoy, Jack Carney, Katie Sedlak & Marion 
Smith, Robert Vito, Frankie K., Ryan Coyle, Msgr. John Graf, 
Nancy West, Ted & Marianne Harden, Marcus Forst, Kal-El 
Rosenberg, Scott Wiesenberg, Lisa Erling Vito, George 
Zacharkiw, Mary Twadell, Bob & Evan Humkey, Christine 
Hendrickson, Todd Schmucker, George Gamache, Luke Ra-
mowski, Face of Christ & Visitation Prayer Intentions 
 

FS3 Cody Liebeskind,Jay McWilliams, 
Major Nicholas Beamer, Spc Thomas 
Wolfe, SrA Michael Kauffman, PFC 
James T. Mackereth, Petty Officer 
Daniel Carr, Staff Sgt. John Koss, Jr., 

LCPL Michelle Smith, R.C. Gosselin, Lt. John Joseph Eife, SrA 
Ashli McEntee, Ray Nelson, A1C Lyle Laub, USAF, Cpl. Sam-
uel Ellis, Lnc. Cpl. Michael Guerrera, Cpl. Public Prayer 
Request  
 

Name: __________________________________________ 
 

Requester/Phone:__________________________________ 
 

Requests will be printed in the bulletin for one month and military 
prayers for six months.  You may renew as often as you wish. 

 

 Mary was newly pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit. A 
child was already growing within her womb, but the whole 
thing was an incredible secret. Who would believe her? We 
know that at some point, Joseph had a vision in a dream that 
allowed him to understand. But before that dream came, he 
was planning to part ways with Mary. It must have been during 
that difficult time that Mary went to see Elizabeth. And what 
joy that upon her arrival, Elizabeth immediately understood. 
"Blessed is the fruit of your womb," Elizabeth cried out. The 
same Holy Spirit who conceived Jesus in Mary's womb 
enlightened Elizabeth at this moment. What a consolation this 
must have been to Mary. 
 

This story reminds us of the importance of our own fellowship 
in the faith. Sharing our spiritual journey with other believers 
who are receptive to the Holy Spirit is meant to be a source of 
encouragement and strength. We are not supposed to be in 
this alone. As we worship and celebrate together with our faith 
community, may we share with each other the real joy of this 
sacred season. 
 

Luke 1:39-45: Luke offers us only limited details of the 
encounter between Mary and Elizabeth.  What do you imagine 
occurred during the rest of their time together?  
 

Micah 5:1-4a: Why do you think it took nearly eight hundred 
years for Micahôs prophecy to be fulfilled? 
 

Hebrews 10:5-10: What most challenges you with the 
commandment to do Godôs ñwillò? 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 20, 2015  

 

 Join Together  

Each Wednesday  

Pray the  

Holy Rosary  
 

 

at 6:30 pm in the ABVM Adoration Chapel 

Flame of Love  
 

 

The Flame of Love Holy Hour is from 

6:00 pm to 7:00 pm on Thursdays in 

the ABVM Church. Meditation on the 

mysteries of the Rosary will be offered 

before the Blessed Sacrament and 

also the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be 

prayed. Please join us.  

NOTE: 
 
 
 

The ABVM Parish Office will be closing at 

Noon on December 24th.  The offices will be 

closed on  December 25 & 28th for the 

Christmas Holiday.   
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Office of Clergy - Archdiocese of Philadelphia 

ñCALLED BY NAMEò 
 

Thank you to our parishioners for supporting the Called by 
Name Program and for all you do for priestly vocations.  Take 
the opportunity to view the You Tube ñMy Priestò Video 

 

 YouTube Link: https://youtu.be/_QmgzkX16Zo 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/video.php?
v=969175809820627 

Assumption B.V.M. Parish                                                                                         Sunday, Dece mber 20, 2015 

 

      CHRISTMAS M ASSES 
 

  Dec. 24th Christmas Eve Masses: 
  
            6:30 am Daily Mass 
  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
  4:00 pm (Main Church) 
          4:15 pm (Parish Center) 
            7:00 pm (Main Church) 
 
   Dec. 25th Christmas Day Masses: 
 
            Midnight Mass (Main Church) 
            9:00 am Mass (Main Church) 
  11:00 am Mass (Main Church)   

 

       M ARY, M OTHER  OF GOD  

                            HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATON 
 

December 31, 2015 - 4:00 pm Vigil Mass 
January 1, 2016 - 9 am Mass & 11:00 am Mass 

Advent Confessions  
 

  Confessions at Assumption BVM:  
 

  Sunday, December 20th, 9:00 am  
  (Confessions following the 8 am Mass - 3 Priests available) 
 

   + + + + + + + + +  
 

In addition, note the following area Penance Services:  
 

    Monday, December 21st, 7 pm at St. Corneliusõ 
  Tuesday, December 22nd, 7 pm at St. Gabrielõs 
 
 

ñDo not be afraid of confession!ò 

-Pope Francis  

 

Oh, Come Let Us Adore Him!  
 

Eucharistic Adoration 

Adoration Hours are  

       MONðFRI, 7 AM to 7 PM  
 

       One hour. Once a week.  
             Change your life.  
 

Whether you can commit to a holy hour or just a few minutes, all 
are welcome to spend time with the Lord. For questions or sign -
up for a holy hour, please contact Mary at hartown@verizon.net 
or 610-255-0382, Cyndi at cyndi.m1@gmail.com, or Mary Ellen at 
610-345-0024. 
 

Holiday Schedule:  

 Christmas Eve, Thursday Dec. 24th: Adoration ends at 12 Noon   

 Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 25th: No Adoration 

 New Yearôs Eve, Thursday, Dec. 31st: Adoration ends at 4 pm 

 New Yearôs Day, Friday, Jan. 1st: No Adoration 

https://youtu.be/_QmgzkX16Zo
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=969175809820627
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=969175809820627

