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Pastor é..é.éReverend Scott D. Brockson 

                                  padrescott96@aol.com 
 
 

Pastor  Emerituséé.é..Rev. Msgr. John Graf 
 

Weekend Celebrant....Rev. Francis Caponi, OSA 
 

Weekend Celebrant....Rev. Chris Beretta, OSFS 
 
 

In Residence é.éRev. Msgr. Frank Depman 
                                   
 

Deacons é.ééé..Deacon Thomas Hannan 

                            Deacon Michael DeGrasse 
                                  Deacon Jeffrey Hanna 
 

 

Operations Manager é.ééMary Rose Edmonds 
 

Parish Office Staff éé..ééDonna Brumbaugh 

                                              Ann Caruso 
                                                         

School Principal é.ééééé.Danielle White 
 
 

 
 

Parish Office  (Ph) 610-869-2722, (fax) 610-869-3252 
 
 

School Office  (Ph) 610-869-9576, (fax) 610-869-4049 
 
 

Religious Education Office  éé...(Ph) 610-869-8575 
 

Facilities Request facilities@assumptionbvmwestgrove.org 
 

 

Sacraments and Devotions 
        

Baptism: Sundays at 1:30 pm in Church (bimonthly)  
 

Matrimony: Engaged couples are asked to meet with 

parish priest at least six months prior to wedding and 

enroll in a marriage-prep program. 
 

Reconciliation: Saturdays, 11:00 am-12:15 pm 

(Church) 
 

Rosary: Wednesdays, 6:30 pm (Church)  
 

 

Liturgy of the Hours: 7:00 am Monday-Thursday (Church) 
 

Bulletin: Submit articles by 8:00 am on Thursday for 

publication the following week. Submit to the Parish 

Office or email DonnaABVM@comcast.net 

 

Church and Parish Office:  
 

300 State Road Å West Grove, PA  19390  

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Email: abvm@comcast.net 

Web: assumptionbvmwestgrove.org  

Facebook: ABVM Parish Community, West Grove, PA 
 

Weekend Mass Times  
Saturday:  4:30 pm  

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,  12:00 pm Masses  
 

Daily Mass Schedule 

6:30 am - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

8:15 am - Tuesday, Friday 
  

Eucharistic Adoration  
Monday-Friday, 7:00 am to 7:00 pm, Adoration Chapel 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD  
January 10, 2016 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 We are able to address each other as I have addressed you because we are 
the family of God, baptized into Christ, who has become our brother and our Lord.  We 
heard on the Feast of the Holy Family, in the second reading, that we are the children 
of God (cf. 1 John 3).  In holy Baptism we receive the Spirit of adoption who prompts 
us to call out to God, ñAbba, Father!ò (Galatians 4:6).  Since we have a common 
Father, we also have a common Mother, which is the Church.  Through the 
foundational sacrament of the Church we are born again in Christ, in obedience to the 
instructions which he gave in the Gospel of John:  ñTruly, truly, I say to you, unless one 
is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of GodéDo not marvel 
that I said to you, óYou must be born anewôò (Jn 3:5,7).  If anyone ever asks you if you 
are born again, if you are baptized the correct reply is ñYes.ò  Then give them your 
baptismal certificate to prove it! 
 
 The baptismal fount is the womb of holy Mother Church.  This beautiful 
metaphor used by the Fathers underlines the reality that entrance into the kingdom of 
God requires a birth from above.  This birth, as Jesus taught, does not involve only 
water (i.e. amniotic fluid) but water and the Spirit.  One is born of the Spirit by the 
pouring of water over the head, or another part of the body if necessary, and the 
invocation of the Most Holy Trinity by the minister of the sacrament:  ñI baptize you in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.ò  As with all the 
sacraments, the visible action communicates invisible grace, which sanctifies the one 
who is baptized and makes him or her a child of God.  
 

St. Paul writes to his disciple Titus that ñHe saved us through the bath of 
rebirthò (Titus 3:5).  Baptism is necessary for salvation, as Jesus said:  ñHe who 
believes and is baptized will be savedò (Mark 16:16).  But the New Testament teaching 
on Baptism does not focus exclusively on its necessity for salvation and forgiveness of 
sins; as we have already seen, even as it saves us and forgives our sins it makes us 
children of God and heirs of salvation.  This is why we do not baptize more than once 
in a lifetime.  When God adopts someone as his child, God never changes his mind.  If 
Baptism was only done for the forgiveness of sins, it would have to be celebrated many 
times, like we celebrate Confession.  But Baptism changes oneôs identity and leaves a 
mark or seal on the soul, which can never be erased, ñFor Godôs gift and his call are 
irrevocableò (Romans 11:29).   

 
The seal of holy Baptism is a sign of Godôs approval and ownership.  It does 

not guarantee, of course, that all the actions of a baptized person are pleasing to him; 
the approval is much like that of a parent for a child.  The parentôs love is dependent 
not on the son or daughterôs actions so much as on the relationship ï the son or 
daughter is the fruit of the parents coming together, hopefully, out of love for one 
another.  So even if one who is baptized rejects God, he or she continues to be his 
adopted child, and does not need to re-establish the family relationship to God and the 
Church when he or she is reconciled:  ñBut it is God who establishes us with you in 
Christ, and has commissioned us; he has put his seal upon us and given us his Spirit in 
our hearts as a guaranteeò (2 Corinthians 1:21-22).  Baptism guarantees Godôs 
willingness to forgive and to give all the graces necessary to achieve eternal salvation.   

 
  Happy Feast of the Baptism of the Lord!   
 

 

 

Last Spring we announced the 
need to increase our offertory 
income by $2,000 per week.  We 
asked that each family consider 
increasing their offertory donation 
by 12%.  Since that time we are 
averaging $17,740 per week, 
$27,000 a year less than our 
need.  The offertory income in-
crease is necessary because of 
rising operating expenses, includ-
ing health insurance, pension 
costs and significant maintenance 
repairs.  Many of you have 
demonstrated your generosity to 
enable us to fulfill our financial 
responsibilities.  If you have not 
increased your offertory donation, 
please consider doing so. Be as 
generous as you can.  

The 2016 Parish Appeal was initi-
ated by the Parish Finance Coun-
cil to address a shortfall of 
$100,000 in our budget for the 
Parish this fiscal year.  Thanks to 
more than 285 generous donors 
the Appeal is off to an excellent 
start. Our goal is 500 donors.  We 
have received in hand more than 
$67,000 toward our goal.  If you 
have not yet submitted your In-
tention Card, please do so at your 
earliest convenience. 

Collection for week of Jan. 2/3, 2016 

Weekly Collection  $18,297  

New Avg. Wkly Needed $18,700  

Actual Avg. Income $17,740  

YTD Over/(Under) ($12,268)  

Includes $3,748 E-Giving, 20% Participation 
    

Christmas Collection                      $37,186  
Dec. 26/27, 2015 Collection           $17,678  
Solemnity of Mary                         $ 3,724  
  

 Thank you for your generosity!  
 



Page 3 - 229 Assumption B.V.M. 

 

 It's easy to imagine that the first Christians had it easier than 
we do. They got to be with Jesus in person, and to witness the 
miracles that went along with his years on earth. But we live 
on the other side of the Resurrection. The first followers of 
Christ believed in him before he rose from the dead. We, on 
the other hand, have the confidence of knowing that this man 
literally conquered death. We also have two millennia of 
Christian witness through the saints to pull upon. The first 
Christians had no idea what this new religion would produce, 
how many people would embrace it, or how it would change 
the world for the better. 
 

Today's Gospel informs us that it was only after they were 
baptized that the people witnessed the opening of heaven. 
Even Jesus himself was baptized before he heard this earthly 
confirmation of his heavenly origin. We who have been 
baptized also have access to the voice of God. In the silence 
of our hearts, and through God's word in the Bible (another 
advantage we enjoy), heaven is "opened" for us as well. 
 
Luke 3:15-16,21-22: What do you think John meant by saying 
Jesus will baptize with ñthe Holy Spirit and fireò?  
 

 

Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11: How do you see John the Baptist and 
Jesus fulfilling Isaiahôs prophesy? 
 

 

Titus 2:11-14,3:4-7: What do you think is Paulôs main point to 
Titus in todayôs reading? 

Baptism of the Lord 
January 10, 2016 

Rest in Peace  
  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  May their souls and all the souls of the  

faithful departed rest in peace.  
 
 

Mike Camarota 
Timothy Reilly 

Pray for the Sick  
Fabiola Matalonis, Mary Twadell, Bob & Evan Humkey, 
Jacquie McHale, Gert Lincoln, Joshua McGurl, Heather Jest-
er, Betty Anne Silva, Ann Sorace, Kate S., Pauline Fredricks, 
Nicole Vitale, Matthew Rosenburg, Bob Lauer, Mary Ann 
Riggins, Jim Spaulding, Patricia Kieras, Bob Moran, Francis 
Klick, Eleanor & Bill Sauerwine, Brian B., Catherine 
McCreary, Brlansky Family, Ted & Marianne Harden, Barba-
ra Donohoe, Edward OôBrien, Marcia Bowers, Mary Louise 
Bove, Debbie Robinson, Ed Painter, Mary Fincher, Clark, 
Heyburn, Blowe & Kosowski families, Philip Caruso, Philip 
Miller, Donna & Stanley Zmijewski, Joseph Bell, Timothy 
Kocher, Diana Hoy, Jack Carney, Katie Sedlak & Marion 
Smith, Robert Vito, Frankie K., Ryan Coyle, Msgr. John Graf, 
Nancy West, Ted & Marianne Harden, Marcus Forst, Kal-El 
Rosenberg, Scott Wiesenberg, Lisa Erling Vito, Visitation 
Prayer Intentions 

Military Prayers  
Major Michael Berk, FS3 Cody Liebeskind, Jay McWilliams, 
Major Nicholas Beamer, Spc Thomas Wolfe, SrA Michael 
Kauffman, PFC James T. Mackereth, Petty Officer Daniel 
Carr, Staff Sgt. John Koss, Jr., LCPL Michelle Smith, R.C. 
Gosselin, Lt. John Joseph Eife, SrA Ashli McEntee, Ray Nel-
son, A1C Lyle Laub, USAF, Cpl. Samuel Ellis, Lnc. Cpl. Mi-
chael Guerrera 

Public Prayer Request  
 
 

Name: ___________________________________________ 
 

Requester/Phone:__________________________________ 
 

Requests will be printed in the bulletin for one month and military 
prayers for six months.  You may renew as often as you wish. 

Welcome 
 

   We would like to welcome the following new  

members to the Assumption BVM Parish Family: 
 

Stephen and Dana Hackett Family 

 


