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Pastor é..é.éReverend Scott D. Brockson 
                                  padrescott96@aol.com 
 
 
 

Pastor  Emerituséé.é..Rev. Msgr. John Graf 
 

Weekend Celebrant....Rev. Francis Caponi, OSA 
 

Weekend Celebrant....Rev. Chris Beretta, OSFS 
 
 

In Residence é.éRev. Msgr. Frank Depman 
                                   
 

Deacons é.ééé..Deacon Thomas Hannan 
                            Deacon Michael DeGrasse 
                                  Deacon Jeffrey Hanna 
 

 

Operations Manager é.ééMary Rose Edmonds 
 

Parish Office Staff éé..ééDonna Brumbaugh 
                                              Ann Caruso 
                                                         
School Principal é.ééééé.Danielle White 
 
Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE) ééé 
                                             Teresa Leszczynski  
 
Music Director é.ééééé....Kevin Myers 
 

 
 

Parish Office  (Ph) 610-869-2722, (fax) 610-869-3252 
 
 

School Office  (Ph) 610-869-9576, (fax) 610-869-4049 
 
 

Religious Education Office  éé...(Ph) 610-869-8575 
 

 

Facilities Request...(email) abvmfacilities@gmail.com 

 
Sacraments and Devotions 

  
Baptism: Sundays at 1:30 pm in Church (bimonthly) 

 
 

Matrimony: Engaged couples are asked to meet with 
parish priest at least six months prior to wedding and 
enroll in a marriage-prep program. 

 
 

Reconciliation: (Church) Saturdays, 11:00 am-12:15 pm  
 
 

Rosary: Wednesdays, 6:30 pm (Church)  
 
 

Bulletin: Submit articles by 8:00 am on Thursday for 
publication the following week. Submit to the Parish 
Office or email DonnaABVM@comcast.net 

Thirty -First Sunday of  
Ordinary Time  

Sunday, October 30, 2016  

 

Church and Parish Office:  
 

300 State Road Å West Grove, PA  19390  
Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Email: abvm@comcast.net 
Web: assumptionbvmwestgrove.org  

Facebook: ABVM Parish Community, West Grove, PA 
 
 
 

Weekend Mass Times  
 

Saturday: 4:30 pm  
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,  12:00 pm Masses  

 
 

Daily Mass Schedule 
 

6:30 am - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
8:15 am - Tuesday, Friday 

  
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
 

After morning Mass, Monday through Friday, until 7 pm  
ABVM Adoration Chapel 

No adoration on public holidays or snow days.  
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

 What are we to think of ghosts?  
 

 There is no formally defined teaching on the existence of ghosts.  Catholics may or may not give 
credence to claims about ghost sightings without contradicting their faith.  One thing that is absolutely 
certain is that the soul of every human being lives beyond death.  In fact, all of the Saints are 
disembodied spirits except for the Blessed Virgin Mary, who was raised body and soul into heaven 
after her passing.  Of course, the souls of the dead in Purgatory and in Hell are also separated from 
their bodies.  When we profess in the Creed that we believe in the resurrection of the dead, we affirm 
that the souls of all the dead will one day be reunited with their reconstituted bodies. 
 

 Stories of the sighting of the spirits of the dead are told in every culture and age.  They are so 
numerous that it is hard to discredit them all.  Catholic theologians have speculated that these ñghostsò 
may be the sightings of souls in Purgatory who are in some way working off their sins.  In the case of a 
malevolent manifestation, the ñghostò may be the soul of someone in Hell or ï in my opinion more likely 
ï may simply be an evil spirit.  Some ghosts that have a likeness of a known family member who is 
deceased may be of souls in Heaven which God allows to be revealed to a loved one.  More than once 
in my priesthood I have been told about a deceased family member appearing to a dying loved one.     
 

 A spirit cannot be seen by the natural eye unless God wants it to be seen.  Once in a while an 
angel, which is pure spirit, becomes manifest so that the angel can accomplish a mission; for example, 
the cloud of angels giving glory to God, seen by the shepherds at the time of Christôs birth.  So it would 
seem that the souls of humans might be made visible at one time or another according to the 
mysterious plan of God; for example, Jesus speaking with Moses and Elijah at his Transfiguration, 
seen by the apostles Peter, James and John.   
 

 All spirits, or disembodied souls, are subject to the power of God and not to human beings.  
There is no such thing as magic, in the sense that an incantation can be said or a potion mixed that 
would by itself give certain individuals power over the natural or supernatural world (sorry all you Harry 
Potter fans!).  But to even try to control disembodied spirits or the forces of nature is to act against the 
First Commandment and expose oneself to serious harm.  ñThose who get involved with cults or the 
occult (e.g., magic, witchcraft, Satanism) open themselves to evil influence, undermine their faith in the 
true God, and commit sinò (U.S. Bishopsô catechism).  
 

 The Church warns her faithful against conjuring up the dead or evil spirits.  She also warns us 
against trying to predict the future or talk with the dead by the use of horoscopes, astrology, palm 
reading, clairvoyance, s®ances, tarot cards, tea leaves, omens, spirit guides and mediums.  We should 
avoid these things like the plague, for they not only weaken our faith and trust in God, but can open us 
up to demonic influence.  No Catholic home should have an Ouija board or Magic 8-ball, even as a 
game.  You donôt want to play with fire.     
 

 Of course, we are encouraged to pray to the Saints, who are dead to this world but alive in the 
Spirit, understanding that it is God the Holy Spirit who moves them to pray or act on our behalf.  Asking 
deceased loved ones to pray for us may also be appropriate.  God may choose to make our request 
known to them.  But every form of superstition in prayer should be avoided; for example, believing that 
the repetition of certain prayers to certain Saints will by their own accord obtain the desired result.  This 
would be an offense against God, who by his omnipotent power is always free to act.  In answering 
such prayers, God looks to the heart of the one who prays, not so much to the words and sequence.  
He honors faith and perseverance.  Above all, he is gratified when with every prayer we desire in our 
hearts that his kingdom come, his will be done.  
 

 In Christ,   
 

     Father Scott 
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 Zacchaeus was serious about following Jesus. Maybe at the 
start he was just curious when he ran ahead to scale that 
sycamore tree. But that curiosity developed into a life-
changing experience when Jesus called him by name. And 
then came his promise of conversion and penance: "Behold, 
half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor, and if I 
have extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times 
over." Not only would he change his ways; he would make up 
for his former ones. 
 

Penance isn't a popular concept in our modern era. We like to 
think about God's great mercy and forgiveness, but it's not so 
fun to think about the lingering effects of our sin. When 
Zacchaeus stole money, people suffered, especially the poor. 
His conversion wouldn't make up for the suffering he had 
inflicted on people, but his choice to go back and set things 
aright could make a difference. Of course, it is not always 
possible to go back and directly restore the relationships or 
situations that we have damaged through our sins. However, 
it is always possible to offer a kind of sacrifice--often called 
"making reparation"--for our sin. In this way, we too can show 
that we are serious about following the Lord. 

 

Questions of the Week 
 

Luke 19:1-10: How do you imagine the crowds reacted to 
Jesus' defense of Zacchaeus? 
 

Wisdom 11:22-12:2: In what ways are you comforted by the 
words of this Jewish sage? 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2: How are modern Christians 
deceived into believing falsehoods spread about our faith? 

31st Sunday of Ordinary  
Time Reflection 
October 30, 2016 

Rest in Peace 
 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them.  May their souls and all the souls 

of the faithful departed rest in peace. 
 

Nello Paoli 
Duke Dufresne 
William Kress 

Baptisms 
   

On Sunday, October 23, 2016, the following children 
were welcomed into our Parish Family: 

 
Connor Stephen Hackett 
Paul Robert Greenleaf, Jr. 

 

Please Pray For 
 

Frankie Aviles, George Shaw, Debbie Robinson, Fred Dad-
dario, Roseann Dundon, Marcia Fearer, Leiane Schulte, 
Susan Carroll, Denise Kweeder, Patricia Rhea, Philip Caru-
so, Jason MacTaggart, Casen David, Dorothy Duffy, Ted & 
Marianne Harden, Ed Painter, Greer Family, Mary Louise 
Bove, Marcia Bowers, Jennifer Lyn Kienzle, Stephen Briley, 
Steve Henry, John Lincoln Jr., Jackie Dooling, Angela Dan-
zeisen, Jester Family, Ryan Coyle, Msgr. John Graf, 
Michelle Heavener, Sarah Kilby, Luke Ramowski, Arlene 
Doney, Richard Blake, Ethan Navarro, McNeil Family, Betty 
Anne Silva, Dugan Nells, Devon Bartholf, Lisa Erling Vito, 
Betsy Jones, Mary Jane Irwin, Gerri Ernest, Donna Weible 
Allaband, Ann Sorace, Marlene & Bridget Hylak, Edward 
OôBrien, Kara Miller, Bob Lauer, Bill & Eleanor Sauerwine, 
Janice Wolfe, Brlansky Family, Gilbert Furniss, Sr., Patricia 
Wright, Leon McCreary, Visitation Prayer Intentions 
 

Military Prayers 
 

LTC Don McDannald, Sgt. Andrew Wolfe, Major Michael 
Berk, FS3 Cody Liebeskind, Jay McWilliams, Major Nicholas 
Beamer, Spc Thomas Wolfe, Staff Sgt. Michael Kauffman, 
PFC James T. Mackereth, Petty Officer Daniel Carr, Staff 
Sgt. John Koss, Jr., CPL Michelle Smith, R.C. Gosselin, Lt. 
John Joseph Eife, SrA Ashli McEntee, Ray Nelson 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

Public Prayer Request  
 

Name: __________________________________________ 
 
 

Requester/Phone:_________________________________ 
 

Requests will be printed in the bulletin for one month and military 
prayers for six months.  You may renew as often as you wish. 

 

Visit by our Pastor Emeritus,  
Monsignor John Graf 
on November 6 

 
 

 

We are pleased to announce that Monsignor Graf will 
be returning to thank ABVM parishioners for their won-
derful support during his tenure as Pastor, and for their 
prayers for his health and the repose of his dear sister 
who recently passed.  He will join us for coffee and 
donuts after the 10 a.m. Mass on November 6.  Mon-
signor Graf did so much for so many at ABVM Parish; 
this is a great opportunity to express our thanks for his 
faithful service. 



Page 4 - 229 Assumption B.V.M. 

 

Collection:  October 22/23, 2016 

Weekly Collection  $14,479 

Actual Avg. Income $16,870 

Estimated Wkly Expenses $21,100 

YTD Over/(Under) ($67,688)  
 

 Includes $3,334 E-Giving, 23% Participation 
 

Mission Sunday                                $1,886 
  

 

 Eucharistic Adoration  
   Mon-Fri., After Morning Mass to 7 pm 

 
 

Jesus is waiting for you!  Eucharistic Adoration coverage in greatest 
need is listed on the table in the church vestibule. For questions, please 
contact Mary at 610-255-0382, hartown@verizon.net, Cyndi at cyn-
di.m1@gmail.com or Mary Ellen at 610-345-0024.    

 
ñHe loves, He hopes, He waits.  If He came down on our altars on certain 
days only, some sinner, on being moved to repentance, might have to look 
for Him, and not finding Him, might have to wait.  Our Lord prefers to wait 
Himself for the sinner for years rather than keep him waiting one instant.ò  
                                        - Saint Julian Peter Eymard 

 

 

 
 

 

Tuesday, November 1st  
όIƻƭȅ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ hōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴύ 

сΥол ŀƳ aŀǎǎ 
млΥлл ŀƳ aŀǎǎ 
тΥлл ǇƳ aŀǎǎ 

 

In addition, come celebrate our Heavenly Saints as the First Grade 
Class of Assumption BVM School will be offering a special prayer ser-
vice on Tuesday, November 1st at 1:00 pm in the Assumption BVM 
Church. The First Grade students will be dressing up as their fa-
vorite patron saints.  All are welcome to attend!   

All 
 

 

Wednesday, November 2nd 
 

6:30 am Mass 
10:00 am Mass 

 7:00 pm Mass of Remembrance     
We will celebrate All Souls Day Masses at 6:30 am, 10 am with the school chil-
dren, and 7 pm. The Mass in the evening will be our annual Mass of Remem-
brance in honor of those who have died in the last year and were buried from 
our church.  Their names will be mentioned in a litany which will invoke the 
peace of God on their souls.  But whether your loved ones passed in the last 
year or many years ago, you have not forgotten them, and their loss is still 
felt.  Everyone present for the Mass will be invited to offer a candle, which we 
will provide, in memory of all your loved ones. A $3 donation for the candle is 
requested.  The candles will be presented at the altar at the end of Mass and 
burn for approximately five days. Light refreshments will be served following 
Mass.  Join us as we remember our loved ones who have gone before us.   

The 2016 - 2017 fiscal year has 
begun. Our estimated average 
weekly parish church expenses for 
the year are $21,100. Our beloved 
church with the associated infra-
structure is almost 17 years old. 
Maintenance costs, both preven-
tive maintenance and emergency, 
need to be addressed. For exam-
ple, did you know we recently paid 
our lawn mowing service $5,400? 
We also have a plan for the demo-
lition of the white house on State 
Road.  In addition, we have provid-
ed the leadership position for our 
Music  Ministry.  You have demon-
strated your generosity to enable 
us to fulfill our fiscal responsibili-
ties. Please continue to be as gen-
erous as you can.  

The 2016 Parish Appeal was initi-
ated by the Parish Finance Coun-
cil to address a shortfall of 
$100,000 in our budget for the 
Parish for 2015 - 2016.  Thanks to 
356 generous donors the Appeal 
is doing well. We have received 
in hand more than $128,000 to-
ward our goal. The Parish Ap-
peal, which began in November, 
2015, will continue until October 
30, 2016,  You may use the Par-
ish Appeal envelope from your 
packet of envelopes to make 
either an on-going or one-time 
donation. 

mailto:hartown@verizon.net
mailto:cyndi.m1@gmail.com
mailto:cyndi.m1@gmail.com
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On the eve of Election Day, we will 

gather as a parish community and 

pray a very special Patriotic Rosary.  

 We ask Godõs continued guidance 

and blessings upon our country.  

 

Monday, November 7, 2016  
at 7:00 PM  

Assumption BVM Church  

 Jubilee Year of Mercy Prayer 

       Dec. 8, 2015 to  Nov. 20, 2016  

Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us to be 

merciful like the heavenly Father, and have told 

us that whoever sees you sees Him.  Show us 

your face and we will be saved.  Your loving gaze freed 

Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money; 

the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only 

in created things; made Peter weep after his betrayal, and 

assured Paradise to the repentant thief.  Let us hear, as if 

addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to 

the Samaritan woman: ñIf you knew the gift of God!ò   

You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God 

who manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mer-

cy: let the Church be your visible face in the world, its 

Lord risen and glorified. You willed that your ministers 

would also be clothed in weakness in order that they may 

feel compassion for those in ignorance and error: let every-

one who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and for-

given by God.   Send your Spirit and consecrate every one 

of us with its anointing, so that the Jubilee of Mercy may 

be a year of grace from the Lord, and your Church, with 

renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor, 

proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, and restore 

sight to the blind.  We ask this through the intercession of 

Mary, Mother of Mercy, you who live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Reminder: Turn Clocks Back    
Daylight Saving Time Ends 

 

TURN BACK YOUR CLOCKS 

(ONE) HOUR  

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING 

NOVEMBER 6TH. 

     All Souls Envelopes 
 
All Souls Day is celebrated on No-
vember 2.  It is a special day of pray-
er for all of the faithful departed.  You 
are welcome to make a Mass offer-
ing for your deceased loved ones by 

writing their names on an All Souls envelope and 
placing it in the collection basket or dropping it off in 
the parish office.  Envelopes are available in the nar-
thex.  Your deceased loved ones will be remem-
bered by the celebrant in all of our Sunday and 
weekday Masses in November.   

 

Patriotic Rosary 




