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Pastor é..é.éReverend Scott D. Brockson 
                                  padrescott96@aol.com 
 
 
 

Pastor  Emerituséé.é..Rev. Msgr. John Graf 
 

Weekend Celebrant....Rev. Francis Caponi, OSA 
 

Weekend Celebrant....Rev. Chris Beretta, OSFS 
 
 

In Residence é.éRev. Msgr. Frank Depman 
                                   
 

Deacons é.ééé..Deacon Thomas Hannan 
                            Deacon Michael DeGrasse 
                                  Deacon Jeffrey Hanna 
 

 

Operations Manager é.ééMary Rose Edmonds 
 

Parish Office Staff éé..ééDonna Brumbaugh 
                                              Ann Caruso 
                                                         
School Principal é.ééééé.Danielle White 
 
Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE) ééé 
                                             Teresa Leszczynski  
 
Music Director é.ééééé....Kevin Myers 
 

 

Parish Office  (Ph) 610-869-2722, (fax) 610-869-3252 
 
 

School Office  (Ph) 610-869-9576, (fax) 610-869-4049 
 
 

Religious Education Office  éé...(Ph) 610-869-8575 
 

 

Facilities Request...(email) abvmfacilities@gmail.com 

 
Sacraments and Devotions 

  
Baptism: Sundays at 1:30 pm in Church (bimonthly) 

 
 

Matrimony: Engaged couples are asked to meet with 
parish priest at least six months prior to wedding and 
enroll in a marriage-prep program. 

 
 

Reconciliation: (Church) Saturdays, 11:00 am-12:15 pm  
 
 

Rosary: Wednesdays, 6:30 pm (Church)  
 
 

Bulletin: Submit articles by 8:00 am on Thursday for 
publication the following week. Submit to the Parish 
Office or email DonnaABVM@comcast.net 

Church and Parish Office:  
 

300 State Road Å West Grove, PA  19390  
Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Email: abvm@comcast.net 
Web: assumptionbvmwestgrove.org  

Facebook: ABVM Parish Community, West Grove, PA 
 

Weekend Mass Times  
Saturday: 4:30 pm  

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,  12:00 pm Masses  
 

Daily Mass Schedule 
6:30 am - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

8:15 am - Tuesday, Friday 
  

Eucharistic Adoration  
After morning Mass, Monday through Friday, until 7 pm  

ABVM Adoration Chapel 
No adoration on public holidays or snow days.  

EASTER SUNDAY  
April 16, 2017  
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THE RESURRECTION AND THE MEANING OF LIFE 

 
 What does it mean that Jesus rose from the dead?  IT MEANS EVERYTHING!  It means that life 
is not futile.  It also means that all philosophies about the meaning and purpose of life which do not 
take into account the victory of the Son of God over death will always be inadequate.   
 

 Against Sartre and the existentialist philosophers, life is not absurd.  It has purpose.  Human 
existence is not a happenstance that could just as likely have never occurred.  The Resurrection of 
Christ means that every human life is headed in a certain direction, for Jesus is the ñfirstborn from 
among the deadò (Colossians 1, 18).  Christ rose again so that he may raise from the dead all who die 
and bring into Glory those who died in him.  It is Jesus who gives meaning to life; human beings do not 
have to make it up since it is already given by the Creator.  Life is worth living because Jesus died and 
rose again. 
 

 Against the Epicureans, the Resurrection of Jesus means that the pursuit of pleasure is a foolish 
guiding principle of life.  Although the ancient Greek philosopher Epicurus himself counseled modesty 
in living and the control of oneôs desires, his fundamental principle of life was to maximize pleasure.  
For Epicurus, a disciplined lifestyle was the most effective way to achieve this end.  However, many of 
his followers are not so high-minded.   Their motto:  ñEat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die!ò  
The Resurrection of Jesus reveals the lie behind this thinking.  Believers enjoy the good times that are 
to be had.  But pleasure is not always attainable, and when it is, it lasts but a moment.  At the end of 
the day, making pleasure the purpose of life leaves human beings empty and depressed.  Those who 
believe in the Resurrection of Christ and the coming resurrection of all the dead, and with it judgment, 
know that life is too important to waste.  How we live our lives on earth has eternal significance. 
 

   Against the Stoics and those who just ñgrin and bear it,ò the victory of Christ over sin and death 
means that the way to handle adversity is not by setting aside hope but by placing our faith and trust in 
God.  They know that ñin all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purposeò (Romans 8, 28).  Therefore, when confronted by suffering and pain, 
the Resurrection of Jesus gives us a better option than to assume a stiff upper lip.  The Stoic 
philosophy of the Greeks and Romans sought to suppress emotions and deny both fear and desire.  
Christianity is much more human.  It allows those who are destined for Glory to admit these human 
emotions, and when confronted by adversity, to live in the sure and certain hope of better things to 
come.   
 

 Against Marx and Engels, who gave the world the philosophy of communism, the Resurrection of 
Jesus reveals that the new man and a new society is a work of grace, not of economic and political 
forces.  Communists believe that the abolition of private property and the common ownership of the 
means of production will bring about a kind of paradise on earth.  Jesus, however, has revealed that 
paradise is a work of grace, and that human beings can only be perfected by an unmerited act of God.  
Such was his sacrifice on the Cross, which opened the means of eternal salvation to people of every 
class and race.  The Resurrection proves that history is guided by a benevolent God, not by inanimate 
forces which are incapable of love or compassion.   
 

 The atheistic philosophies mentioned above exist in various forms in our time.  The Resurrection 
of Jesus reveals them all to be inadequate to the real needs of human beings.  As the Second Vatican 
Council taught, only Jesus Christ fully reveals man to man.  His is the only true answer to the 
longing of human beings for truth and meaning.  By his Resurrection he offers sure hope in this 
life and in the life to come.  Happy Easter to everyone!  Alleluia, He is Risen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Father Scott 

 

 



Page 3 - 229 Assumption B.V.M. 

 

 Live the Liturgy 
EASTER INSPIRATION  

 

Alleluia, the Lord is risen! Mary of Magdala went to Jesusô 
tomb and found that it was empty. She was the first witness of 
the Resurrection and announced the empty tomb to other 
disciples. We are called to be witnesses too. Can you imagine 
the joy the disciples experienced when they realized that 
Jesus was actually raised from the dead? Sometimes our faith 
in the Resurrection can run lukewarm. We donôt fully doubt that 
Jesus was raised but we arenôt fully convinced either. Once we 
become convinced, our lives, no matter where our roads take 
us, will automatically radiate with joy. Like Mary, we are called 
to then share that joy with others so that they may realize that 
it is the Lord and come to believe. 
 

Questions of the Week 
 

Matthew 28:1-10: Why do you think God revealed the 
resurrection of Christ first to Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary? 
 

Acts 10:34a, 37-43: We hear in Peterôs speech how he and 
the other apostles were ñchosen by Godò to be witnesses to 
the Resurrection. Who in your life needs to hear your witness 
to the resurrection of Christ? 
 

Colossians 3:1-4: What do you find most challenging in 
Paulôs advice to the Colossians, ñSeek what is above ... not of 
what is on earthò? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pray For: Dolores Fazio, Sanali Maulak, Jonathan George, 
Ethan Navarro, Laura & Rose Watts, Luke Ramowski, Ed 
Painter, Fortunata Donis, Philip Budzynski, Betty Anne Silva, 
Louann Armstrong, Debbie Scott, Patti Bubel, McNeil Family, 
Ann Sorace, Jane & Tom Littleton, Lisa Erling Vito, John 
Jurchak & Family, Bob Lauer, Otmar Bauer, Steve Sciotto, 
Joel Rivera, Devon Bartholf, David Doney, Jenna Coe, Bever-
ly Kozlowski, Kilby Family, Heather Jester, Fabiola Matalonis, 
Jacqui McHale, Steve Henry, John Lincoln Jr., Shirley Carl-
son, Dennis Kelleher, Bill & Eleanor Sauerwine, Margie Na-
son, Aria Toner, Jean Mariano, Frankie Aviles, George Shaw, 
Debbie Robinson, Roseann Dundon, Marcia Fearer, Leiane 
Schulte, Patricia Rhea, Philip Caruso, Jason MacTaggart, 
Casen David, Dorothy Duffy, Marianne Harden, Greer Family, 
Mary Louise Bove, Marcia Bowers, Jennifer Lyn Kienzle, Ste-
phen Briley, Jackie Dooling, Jester Family, Ryan Coyle, Msgr. 
John Graf, Visitation Prayer Intentions 

Requests  

Please Pray   

For Our  

Military  

 
 
 
 

 

 ˓SGT R.C. Gosselin 

 ˓LT Connor Dunleavy 

 ˓1st ID HHBN & 
   Coalition Partners 
 ˓MAJ Sean McEntee 

 ˓LTC Don McDannald 

 ˓SGT Andrew Wolfe 

 ˓MAJ Michael Berk 

 ˓FS3 Cody Liebeskind 

 ˓SGT James McWilliams 

 ˓MAJ Nicholas Beamer 

 ˓SPC Thomas Wolfe 

 ˓SSGT Michael Kauffman 

 ˓PFC James T. MacKereth 

 ˓PO Daniel Carr 

 ˓SSGT John Koss, Jr. 

 ˓CPL Michelle Smith 

P˓VT Charlie Harrison 

Public Prayer Request  
 
 

Name: _______________________________________ 
 
 

Requester/Phone:______________________________ 
 
 

Requests will be printed in the bulletin for one month and military 
prayers for six months.  You may renew as often as you wish. 

 

Please Note: 
 

ABVM Parish Office will be closed on 
Easter Monday, April 17th.  The Office 
will re-open on Tuesday, April 18th at 
8:00 am.  

 

Feast of Divine Mercy 
 
 

All are invited to join together for a 
special Consecration to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus followed by  the reci-
tation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet on 
Divine Mercy Sunday, April 23rd fol-
lowing the 10 am Mass (approximately 11:15 am)  
We will gather by the Sacred Heart Statue in the 
ABVM Church.  Please join us!   
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Holy Saturday  
 

EASTER VIGIL at 7 p.m.  
 

 

Easter Sunday 
 

Mass at 8 a.m., 10 a.m. & 12 p.m.  
 

 

I am the resurrection and the life, 
whoever believes in me, even  

if he dies, will live. 
 

John 11:25 
  

Come and Adore Him 
Please visit our Adoration Chapel 

(Childrenõs Chapel) of the Main Church 
Monday - Friday, After Morning Mass until 7 pm 

 

Have you considered sharing a holy hour with 1 or 2 others?  Please consider 
partnering or inviting someone to share an hour or half an hour with you and 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.  It would be a great blessing for all of us to 
have 2 or 3 people every hour.  Whether you can commit to this or just a few 
minutes, all are welcome to spend time with the Lord.  For questions, contact 
Mary at hartown@verizon.net, 302-388-3752, Cyndi at cyndi.m1@gmail.com, or 
Mary Ellen at 610-345-0024.

 

        Our Parish Traveling Statue of Our Lady of Fatima  
 

In the 100th Anniversary Year of the Apparitions of Our 
Lady of Fatima, a Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Fatima is 
traveling through the homes of our parish for devotion 
and family prayer.  Participating families will have the 
statue from Sunday to Sunday.  To sign up, please visit 
the worship table in the Church vestibule.   
 

   À Pray the Rosary  À Make amends for sins 

   À Become devoted to her Immaculate Heart 

 

 

Our estimated average weekly parish 
church expenses for the 2016 - 2017 
fiscal year are $21,100. We are con-
cerned that our collection is on aver-
age more than $3,000 per week below 
our goal. The reduction is partially 
offset by the income from the Parish 
Appeal. Our beloved church with the 
associated facilities is 15 years old. 
Maintenance costs, both preventive 
and emergency, need to be ad-
dressed. We also have a plan for the 
demolition of the white house on 
State Road. This demolition will ena-
ble us to reduce our real estate taxes 
and insurance liability costs. You 
have demonstrated your generosity 
to enable us to fulfill our fiscal re-
sponsibilities. Please continue to be 
as generous as you can.  

 The 2017 Annual Parish Appeal has 
begun. Our goal is $150,000. To date 
we have raised more than $85,000.  
This money has provided for the 
repair of the church roof and the 
removal and preservation of the 
stained glass windows of the old 
church on Evergreen Street (their 
installation in the new church is be-
ing provided for by memorial dona-
tions).  We also added a full time 
parish music director since the re-
sponsibilities of this key position 
could no longer be met by a volun-
teer.  By this exciting addition to our 
staff we significantly upgraded the 
music program in our parish liturgies 
and school. Please complete the 
Intention Card you received in your 
letter from Father Scott and place it 
in the envelope in the collection bas-
ket or mail the envelope to the Parish 
Office. Or, you may use the Parish 
Appeal envelope from your packet of 
envelopes to make either an on-
going or one-time donation. The 
Finance Council and Father Scott 
thank you for your generosity.  

Please Note:  
 

The Palm Sunday and  
Easter collection information 
will be listed in next  
weekendôs bulletin.  

mailto:hartown@verizon.net
mailto:cyndi.m1@gmail.com
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 Human Service Announcements 
 
 
 

Pray the Rosary for Life (4/16-4/22/17)  
 Sun.   S. Tobin  Thu.  N. Kennard                                   
 Mon.  C. Sedlak    Fri.    J. Patrick  
 Tue.   D. Harrison Sat.   M. Mueller                                                                                
 Wed.  P. Vahey                 (Sign-up in the Church lobby.) 

*HopeAfterAbortion.com; afterabortion.org; 
RachelsVineyard.org or call 610-354-0555 or 1-877-
HOPE-4-ME.    

*Pregnant? Need Help? Call 1-800-CARE-002.  

*Birthright: 610-436-0773. 

*Aid for Friends Cooks: Filled, frozen meal trays can be 
taken to the freezer in the ABVM Parish Life Center, 
weekdays from 8 am-7 pm. To help prepare meals or be 
an AFF driver, contact Ann Barr at 610-869-8559.  

*Annulment Proceeding: Contact the Metropolitan  
Tribunal, Archdiocese of Philadelphia (215) 587-3750.  

*Al-Anon meeting will be held every Monday night, 8 pm  

in the ABVM Church. Call Valerie at 610-662-1567.   

*Lions Club Hospital Equipment Loan Program: 
Contact Bob Yeatman at 484-883-0515 or www.aglions.com.  

*Intellectual Disabilities and Autism Help-Line: Call 484
-472-5041 or email: IDDhelp@chs-adphila.org. 

*CourageðCourage ministers to those with same-sex 
attractions and their loved ones.  A weekly peer support 
group is offered to homosexual men and women who wish 
to live according to the teaching of the Catholic Church.  
Call 215-587-4505.  Confidentiality assured. 

Social Outreach  

Assumption B.V.M. Church                                                                      assumptionbvmwestgrove.org  

 

If you are providing care for someone who is not able 

to ñdo it allò for themselves, you are one of a unique 

and courageous group who share an invisible bond 

both of the world as well as spiritually. Being a care-

giver is an opportunity for tremendous spiritual 

growth and yes, joy. You are invited to join your fel-

low caregivers for an opportunity to share, and learn 

the joys and challenges of your ñvocationò.  Please 

email me your availability (days/times), then I can 

determine a schedule that will accommodate all. God 

is with you... Pat Tierney (pattierney610@gmail.com) 

Caregiver Share Group 

Family Promise 

 

Healing... 
begins and ends with you.  

 

Donôt lose hope! If you have experienced the loss of 
a loved one, whether it is recent or in the past, we 
may be able to ease your pain.  Our Consolation 
meetings are held the third Thursday of each month.  
We are an intimate, no pressure group which re-
spects your confidentiality.   
 

Please consider joining us on Thurs-
day, April 20

th
 at 7:00 pm in the ABVM 

Childrenôs Chapel. The meeting lasts 
approximately one hour. We hope to 
see you there. Should you wish to 
speak to someone sooner, contact Gin-
ny Bryson at 610-869-7880 or Joan 
Shannon  610-322-5792. 
 

       Give Peace a Chance! 

Ministry of Consolation  

Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage?    
Are you constantly fighting or do you simply shut 
down?  Have you thought about separation or di-
vorce? Retrouvaille may be the LIFELINE that you 
need!  It is not just a social gathering or a series of 
seminars, but rather a way to rediscover and rekindle 
the loving relationship in your marriage.  Tens of thou-
sands of couples have successfully saved their mar-
riages by attending a Retrouvaille weekend and the 
six post sessions that follow it.  The next program be-
gins on the weekend of April 21, 2017 at the Family 
Life Center in Malvern, PA. Visit our website at 
www.HelpOurMarriage.com or call 1-800-470-2230. 

Marriage Help 

 

   
 

 
We are pleased to announce that 
our church has been selected to 
host homeless families in the 
Family Promise Program (up to 14 
persons in all) for the week of May 
14-21, 2017.  For questions or to 
volunteer, please email Sharon 
Hannan at seahannan@aol.com. 

 

Have a wonderful Easter week with your families!  
The next Youth Group meeting will be on Sunday, 
April 23rd, from 6:30 pm to 8 pm in the Parish Life 
Center (lower level of the church).  Contact Bob, 
daddyof6.bm@gmail.com or Sean Moran, 
spmoran76@yahoo.com.  Please bring a 
friend! 

ABVM Youth Group 
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Assumption BVM School offers Half Day and Full Day Pre-K,  
Full Day Kindergarten and Grades 1-8.  

DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE 
 

§Assumption BVM School is a Middle States Accredited school with a tradition of educating students since 
1922. 

§Students learn about their faith through daily interactions, Class Masses, First Friday Mass and Adoration. 
§Our students rank above the national average for Terra Nova Standardized Testing. 

§The 2016 Graduating Class was awarded over $43,000 in Academic Scholarships for High School and had 
100% acceptance into their High School of Choice. 
§Assumption BVM School offers a Math Honors program, a Resource Room with two Resource teachers as 

well as Specials including Spanish class, physical education, art, music, library, and technology. 
§After School Clubs/Enrichment include C.A.R.E.S., Choir, Student Council, Yearbook, Soccer Shots, Discover 

Your Palette, Karate Lessons, Girls on the Run, and more. 
§CYO Sports include volleyball, cross country, cheerleading, basketball, baseball, and track & field. 

Transfer Grants Are Available 
Assumption BVM School is excited to offer TRANSFER GRANTS for new students for the 
upcoming 2017-2018 School Year. Any student in 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 7th, and 8th grades 
who transfers to Assumption BVM School from a public school, charter school, or home 
school will receive $1,000 off tuition in their first year and $500 off in their second year. 

Please contact Advancement Director Kristen Sullivan at 610-869-9576 or  
 development@assumptionbvmwestgrove.org to schedule a tour and shadow day.  

mailto:development@assumptionbvmwestgrove.org

