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Pastor é..é.éReverend Scott D. Brockson 
                                  padrescott96@aol.com 
 
 
 

Pastor  Emerituséé.é..Rev. Msgr. John Graf 
 
 

Weekend Celebrant....Rev. Francis Caponi, OSA 
 
 
 

In Residence é.éRev. Msgr. Frank Depman 
                                   
 

Deacons é.ééé..Deacon Thomas Hannan 
                            Deacon Michael DeGrasse 
                                   
Operations Manager é.ééMary Rose Edmonds 
 

Parish Office Staff éé..ééDonna Brumbaugh 
                                              Ann Caruso 
                                                         
School Principal é.ééééé.Danielle White 
 
Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE) ééé 
                                             Teresa Leszczynski 
                      abvmfaithformation@gmail.com  
 
Music Director é.ééééé....Kevin Myers 
  kevin.myers@assumptionbvmwestgrove.org 

 
 
 

Parish Office  (Ph) 610-869-2722, (fax) 610-869-3252 
 
 
 

School Office  (Ph) 610-869-9576, (fax) 610-869-4049 
 
 
 

Religious Education Office  éé...(Ph) 610-869-8575 
 

 

Facilities Request...(email) abvmfacilities@gmail.com 

 
Sacraments and Devotions 

  
Baptism: Sundays at 1:30 pm in Church (bimonthly) 

 
 

Matrimony: Engaged couples are asked to meet with 
parish priest at least six months prior to wedding and 
enroll in a marriage-prep program. 

 
 

Reconciliation: (Church) Saturdays, 11:00 am-12:15 pm  
 
 

Rosary: Wednesdays, 6:30 pm (Church)  
 
 

Bulletin: Submit articles by 8:00 am on Thursday for 
publication the following week. Submit to the Parish 
Office or email DonnaABVM@comcast.net 

Church and Parish Office:  
300 State Road Å West Grove, PA  19390  

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Email: abvm@comcast.net 

Web: assumptionbvmwestgrove.org  

Facebook: ABVM Parish Community, West Grove, PA 
 
 

Weekend Mass Times  
Saturday: 4:30 pm  

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,  12:00 pm Masses  
 

Daily Mass Schedule 
6:30 am - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

8:15 am - Tuesday, Friday 
  

Eucharistic Adoration  
After morning Mass, Monday through Friday, until 7 pm  

ABVM Adoration Chapel 
No adoration on public holidays or snow days.  

August 27, 2017  
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                          DIFFERENT BUT EQUAL? 

 
Driving through the state of Connecticut three weeks ago I passed some billboards with a 

strange message.  One of them presented the face of a lamb, of a boy, and of a pig, side by side, with 
the caption, ñDifferent but equal.ò  There were other billboards with a similar message.  I thought, wow, 
even if it is only a small misguided group promoting such a message, it is amazing that they would 
think that they could make me give up steak by equating humans with animals.   

 

Donôt get me wrong, I love animals and have had them for pets.  When I was in Puerto Rico, I 
once jumped in front of a drug dealer who pulled out a gun on my dog.  (Yea, that was stupid.)  When 
my black labrador retriever died, which I had adopted from the SPCA as a rescue, I cried like a baby.  
But I never treated her like a human being, and I did not give her the Last Rites or even a funeral 
service. 

 

A boy is worth a lot more than a pig or a whole herd of pigs.  Whatever people believe about 
God, most at least implicitly understand that there is a hierarchy in the animal kingdom, and human 
beings are at the top.  Among other traits, intelligence, emotion, memory and appreciation for beauty 
set us apart.  No animal can paint like Picasso or listen with appreciation to Mozart.  Or read this 
wonderful article!  But if someone rejects the concept of a hierarchy of values in Nature, they have 
eliminated any rational basis for valuing the life of a cat over that of a minnow, or any other creature.  
And yet, I bet that such a person, confronted with a raging house fire, would rush to save grandma 
before saving the goldfish.     

 

Although the Natural Law affirms the comparative value of human life over animal life, those 
who are Christians have a further grounding for this affirmation.  Christians believe that human beings 
are created in the image and likeness of the Creator.  Men and women have a capacity for knowing 
God and in some way being like God, which animals do not.  So teaches the first Book of the Bible, 
where God says ñLet us make man in our image, after our likeness.  Let them have dominion over the 
fish in the sea, the birds in the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild animals and all the creatures that 
crawl on the groundò (Genesis 1:26).   

 

In case any Christian questions whether animals may be eaten or put in the service of man, I 
would note that having dominion over fish, birds, cattle and wild animals indicates that God meant for 
human beings to rule them.  Moreover, after Adam and Eve are expelled from the Garden of Eden, 
Genesis states that God fashioned clothes for them out of leather.  Clearly, this was not artificial 
leather!  Some animal or animals had to give up their skin to cover their nakedness.  Thus, animals 
may be used for clothing.  The Bible also approves of the use of animals as food, since the Law of 
Moses required that they sometimes be eaten as part of religious ritual, and in the Acts of the Apostles, 
God shows the Apostle Peter a bunch of creatures on a blanket and tells him to get up, kill and eat 
(Acts 10:13).   While it is a legitimate option for someone to choose not to eat meat as a lifestyle, no 
one may claim that others are morally obligated to make the same choice.     

 

Of course I do not mean to imply that human beings can treat animals in any way they want.  It 
is contrary to human dignity to submit other creatures to unnecessary suffering.   Even the Law of 
Moses seeks to alleviate the suffering of dumb animals by stipulating that a man may break the 
Sabbath law against work by leading his animals to food and water, and by requiring a man to come to 
the aid of a bull which has fallen into a pit, even if it belongs to an enemy.  To have dominion does not 
mean to have the freedom to be wantonly cruel (see the Catechism of the Catholic Church numbers 
2417 & 2418).      

 

I have one more thing to suggest to those who claim that it is wrong to eat the flesh of animals.  
Try this experiment.  Put your finger in your mouth and slide it along your upper and lower front teeth.  
You will feel some sharp fangs.  Do you think that they are there for the purpose of tearing into lettuce?
   

                                                                            Father Scott 
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 Live the Liturgy 
 

We all know the given answers to the question: who is 
Jesus? Son of God, Son of Man, Messiah, Lord, and the 
Christ are some that immediately come to mind. But, who 
do you say that Jesus is? Who we need or want Jesus to 
be becomes the key to unlocking a relationship with God. 
For some, Jesus is just a prophet, a wise man, or an 
inspirational figure in history. These labels keep Jesus in 
the past and prevent us from really having a living, 
vibrant relationship with him. If Jesus is more than this to 
you, then who is he and what purpose does he serve in 
your life? 
 

Questions of the Week 
 

Matthew 16:13-20: How would you answer Jesusô 
question: ñWho do you say that I am?ò 
 

Isaiah 22:19-23: Shebna, a scribe under King Hezekiah, 
fell from Godôs favor for not heeding Isaiahôs prophetic 
warnings. How seriously do you take the word of the 
Lord? 
 

Romans 11:33-36: Paulôs reflections on God come at the 
end of a discussion of where Jews and Gentiles fit into 
Godôs plan of salvation, Romans 9ï11. What do you find 
compelling in Paulôs theological reflections? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please remember to pray for those in need of hope and healing. 

Mary, Health of the Sick, pray for them. 
 
 
 

Chloe Genther, Julie OôConnell, John George, Devon Bar-
tholf, Maria Kilgore, Mary Grofasik, Debbie Robinson, Jim 
Groome, Ed Painter, Tony McGinley, Kathleen & James Mac-
cari, Gary Barber, Kathy Stankiewicz, Diane Edgington, John 
Jones, Karen Craig, Luke Ramowski, Philip Caruso, Richard 
Broderick, Dorothy Duffy, Tim G.,  Landon Copare, Kathy 
Corby, Shirley Pusak, Ryan Coyle, Msgr. John Graf, Susan 
Sebastian, Sanali Maulak, Jonathan George, Laura & Rose 
Watts, Philip Budzynski, Betty Anne Silva, Louann Armstrong, 
Debbie Scott, Patti Bubel, McNeil Family, Ann Sorace, Jane 
& Tom Littleton, Lisa Erling Vito, John Jurchak & Family, Bob 
Lauer, Otmar Bauer, Steve Sciotto, Joel Rivera, Jenna Coe, 
Beverly Kozlowski, Kilby Family, Heather Jester, Fabiola Mat-
alonis, Steve Henry, John Lincoln Jr., Shirley Carlson, Dennis 
Kelleher, Bill & Eleanor Sauerwine, Aria Toner, Jean Mariano, 
Visitation Prayer Intentions 

Requests  

Please Pray   

For Our  

Military  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Public Prayer Request  
 
 

Name: _______________________________________ 
 
 

Requester/Phone:______________________________ 
 

Requests will be printed in the bulletin for one month and military 
prayers for six months.  You may renew as often as you wish. 

21st Sunday of Ordinary Time 
August 27, 2017 

 

Rest in Peace 
 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let  
perpetual light shine upon them.  May their souls and 
all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. 

 
Pat Edwards 
David Doney 

Lyndsey Josephs 
Robert Strehlau  

 ˓AB Brandon Narkin and      
   FLT 601/602 Lackland AFB  
 ˓Cadet Jacqueline Brattan  

 ˓PO Daniel Carr 

 ˓CPL Michelle Smith 

 ˓PVT Charlie Harrison  

 ˓PFC Daniel Engberg  

 ˓SGT R.C. Gosselin 

 ˓LT Connor Dunleavy 

 ˓1st ID HHBN & Coalition  

M˓AJ Sean McEntee 

L˓TC Don McDannald  

 ˓SGT Andrew Wolfe 

 ˓MAJ Michael Berk  

 ˓FS3 Cody Liebeskind 

 ˓SGT James McWilliams 

 ˓MAJ Nicholas Beamer 

 ˓SPC Thomas Wolfe 

 ˓SSGT Michael Kauffman 

 

Baptism 
 
 

On Sunday, August 20, 2017, the following child 
was welcomed into our Assumption BVM  

Parish Family: 
 
 

 Peyton Effie Henry 


