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Church and Parish Office:  
300 State Road Å West Grove, PA  19390  

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

Email: abvm@comcast.net 

Web: assumptionbvmwestgrove.org  

Facebook: ABVM Parish Community, West Grove, PA 

Twitter: @ABVM_WestGrove 
 

Weekend Mass Times  
Saturday: 4:30 pm  

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,  12:00 pm Masses  
 

Daily Mass Schedule 
6:30 am - Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

8:15 am - Tuesday, Friday 
 

Eucharistic Adoration  
After morning Mass, Monday through Friday, until 7 pm  

ABVM Adoration Chapel 
No adoration on public holidays or snow days.  

Pastor é..é.éReverend Scott D. Brockson 
                                    padrescott96@aol.com 
 
 
 

Pastor  Emerituséé.é..Rev. Msgr. John Graf 
 
 

In Residence é.éRev. Msgr. Frank Depman 
                                   
 

Deacons é.ééé..Deacon Thomas Hannan 
                            Deacon Michael DeGrasse 
                                   
Operations Manager é.ééMary Rose Edmonds 
 

Parish Office Staff éé..ééDonna Brumbaugh 
                                            Ann Caruso 
 
Parish Office  (Ph) 610-869-2722, (fax) 610-869-3252 
                                                      

  
 

School Principal é.éééééDanielle White 
                                 principal@abvmschoolwg.us 
 

School Office  (Ph) 610-869-9576, (fax) 610-869-4049 

 
Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE) ééé 
                                          Teresa Leszczynski 
                          abvmfaithformation@gmail.com
  

Religious Education Office .é...(Ph) 610-869-8575 

 
Music Director é.ééééé....Kevin Myers 
       kevin.myers@assumptionbvmwestgrove.org 

 
 

 

Facilities Requestééabvmfacilities@gmail.com 

 
Sacraments and Devotions 

   
Baptism: Sundays at 1:30 pm in Church (bimonthly) 

 
 

Matrimony: Engaged couples are asked to meet with 
parish priest at least six months prior to the wedding 
and enroll in a marriage-prep program. 

 
 

Reconciliation: (Church) Saturdays, 11:00 am-12:15 pm  
 
 

Rosary: Wednesdays, 6:30 pm (Church)  
 
 

Bulletin: Submit articles by 8:00 am on Thursday for 
publication the following week. Submit to the Parish 
Office or email DonnaABVM@comcast.net 

February 4, 2018  
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THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE 
 

 On February 2 the Church celebrated the feast of the Presentation of the Lord.  Forty days after 

Christmas the liturgy solemnizes the presentation by Mary and Joseph of the baby Jesus in the Temple 

in Jerusalem, as described in Luke 2:22-38.  The Law of Moses required that the firstborn son be 

consecrated to the Lord and ñredeemedò by a sacrificial offering of five shekels to a member of a priestly 

family.  Luke does not mention this, but he does indicate that Mary offered a pigeon or turtledove for her 

purification in the fulfillment of the Law.  According to the Book of Leviticus, a woman had to be ritually 

purified forty days after the birth of her son by the offering of a one-year old lamb and a turtledove, or 

two turtledoves if she could not afford a lamb.  Maryôs offering of the turtledoves is the best indication we 

have that the Holy Family was poor. 
 

 When the Christ child was brought into the Temple, a righteous man named Simeon approached 

the Holy Family and took the baby into his arms.  He had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not die until he saw the Messiah.  In joy, Simeon uttered what has come to be known as the Nunc 

dimittis, according to the first two words in Latin of the Canticle of Simeon. This song is sung in the 

official prayer of the Church to end the day, referred to commonly as ñNight Prayerò or ñCompline.ò  It is a 

regular part of the spiritual life of monks, priests and consecrated religious.  It is brief: ñLord, now you let 

your servant go in peace; your word has been fulfilled: my own eyes have seen the salvation which you 

have prepared in the sight of every people: a light to reveal you to the nations and the glory of your 

people Israel.ò   
 

Simeonôs reference to the Christ as ñlight to the nationsò reflects the prophecy of Isaiah: ñI formed 

you, and set you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nationsò (Is 42:6).  Very early in the history 

of the liturgy of this feast, in the fifth century or even before, candles were carried in procession in 

commemoration of the carrying of the baby Jesus into the Temple.  This is how the celebration became 

known as Candlemass, and is the reason why candles that will be used throughout the year are blessed 

at this Mass.  On the following day, the feast of St. Blaise, the throats of the faithful are traditionally 

blessed by forming a ñVò around the throat with newly blessed candles and invoking the saintly fourth 

century bishop of Armenia, who once saved a child who was choking on a fishbone.   
 

  For most of the history of the world the only means which human beings had to light up the night 

was by fire.  Candles were essential to everyday life.  Sometimes we still have to break out the candles 

when the electricity goes off.  But they have been valued as much for their ethereal beauty as for their 

practical necessity, which is why candles are used in many different rituals.  For Christians, the light of a 

candle piercing the darkness reminds us that before Christ the world was wrapped in the darkness, for it 

did not know God.  Christôs preaching and presence in the world dispelled ignorance and sin and 

brought light into peopleôs lives.  Candles are like Christ also in that they offer a perfect sacrifice of 

praise.  They burn themselves out in providing light for others.  Incense is similar; it burns itself up as it 

perfumes its surroundings, just like the offering of Jesus was a sweet aroma to God (Ephesians 5:2). 
  
 Like a candle we are to be light in the world, and a sweet-smelling fragrance of God among both 

believers and unbelievers (2 Cor 5:15).  By our faithfulness we brighten the lives of others with the truth 

of the gospel, and when we live not for ourselves but for him we become a pleasant aroma, as the love 

of Christ burns away everything in us that is not of him, and he becomes our all in all. 
 

Father Scott 
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 Live the Liturgy 
When we suffer, we can find ourselves thinking that we 
have been abandoned by God or have done something to 
displease him and are now paying the price. Suffering is 
not Godôs fault. The reality of suffering and death is much 
more complicated than this and even somewhat 
mysterious. When Jesus preached the Gospel, it was 
made clear that suffering has meaning and always brings 
with it new life. It requires faith in order to understand this 
mystery. The Gospel brings us new life both here and in 
the life to come. This is truly Good News! When this Good 
News is understood by the believer it stirs within us a 
passion to urgently preach this healing and life giving 
message to others. 
 

Questions of the Week 
Job 7:1-4,6-7: Job struggles with anxious and hopeless 
feelings. As people of faith, how can we best help family or 
friends who really believe, ñI shall not see happiness 
again?ò   
1 Cor 9:16-19,22-23: Paul speaks to the Corinthians of his 
ñobligationò to preach the Gospel  ï the good news of 
Jesus Christ. What actions does your faith in Christ compel 
you to do? 
Mark 1:29-39: Mark presents Jesus as a miracle-worker 
from the earliest stages of his public ministry. In what ways 
do you think it was a challenge to balance the healing and 
the preaching?   

5th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

February 4, 2018 

 

Rest in Peace 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let  
perpetual light shine upon them.  May their souls and all 

the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. 
 

Eve Morrison 
Ann Sorace 

Eleanor Sauerwine 
Bill Sites 

Raymond Natale 

Please Pray   

For Our  

Military  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Public Prayer Request  
 
 

Name: _______________________________________ 
 
 

Requester/Phone:______________________________ 
 

Requests will be printed in the bulletin for one month and military 
prayers for six months.  You may renew as often as you wish. 

S˓GM Nicolas Relacion 

P˓FC Charles Morgan Griffith 

S˓SGT Michael Kauffman 

H˓M1 Matthew Rosenberg  

2˓ LT Niccolo Iacovelli 

A˓B Brandon Narkin and      
   FLT 601/602 Lackland AFB  
C˓adet Jacqueline Brattan  

P˓O Daniel Carr 

P˓VT Charlie Harrison  

P˓FC Daniel Engberg  

L˓T Connor Dunleavy 

1˓st ID HHBN & Coalition  

M˓AJ Sean McEntee 

L˓TC Don McDannald  

S˓GT Andrew Wolfe 

M˓AJ Michael Berk  

F˓S3 Cody Liebeskind 

S˓GT James McWilliams 

M˓AJ Nicholas Beamer 

S˓PC Thomas Wolfe  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Please remember to pray for those in need of hope and healing. 

Mary, Health of the Sick, pray for them. 
 
 

Elmer DiSanti, Christopher Furniss, Ryan Coyle, Msgr. 
John Graf, Abigail McCrystal, Philip Budzynski, Fred & Bet-
ty Ann Silva, Jennifer Cable, Rose Marie Reynolds, Margo 
Passehl, Shirley Carlson, Ed Painter, Bob Lauer, Lacey 
Pidgeon, Jones Family, M.J., Natalie Gillin Heisler, Nancy 
Larkin, Elaine Weber, Michelle Smith, Fabiola Matalonis, 
John & Liz Yeager, Kevin McGonigle, Margaret Shillingford, 
Cheryl Sedlak, Yvonne Beaudet, Charles Koslowsky, John 
& Joann George, Dennis Kelleher, Bill Sauerwine, Aria Ton-
er, Jean Mariano, Chloe Genther, Devon Bartholf, Maria 
Kilgore, Mary Grofasik, Debbie Robinson, Jim Groome, 
Tony McGinley, Kathleen & James Maccari, Gary Barber, 
Kathy Stankiewicz, Diane Edgington, John Jones, Karen 
Craig, Luke Ramowski, Philip Caruso, Dorothy Duffy, Tim 
G., Visitation Prayer Intentions 

Requests  

 

Baptisms 
 
 

On Sunday, February 4, 2018, the following child was 
welcomed into our Parish Family:  

 

Connor Michael Mendola 
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The 2018 Annual Parish Appeal is 
underway. Our goal is $150,000. In 
the first three months of the 2018 
Appeal two hundred sixty families 
have pledged more than $85,400 of 
which $64,800 has been received. 
The Appeal will support continuing 
operations of the parish and help 
us fund a few necessary projects. 
These include upgrade of the 
HVAC system in the Church and 
Parish Life Center, improvement of 
the church sound system, includ-
ing hearing assist devices, and 
improved use of electronic media 
in support of parish communica-
tions.  Please complete the Inten-
tion Card you received in your let-
ter from Father Scott and place it in 
the envelope in the collection bas-
ket or mail the envelope to the Par-
ish Office Or, you may use the Par-
ish Appeal envelope from your 
packet of envelopes to make your 
donation. The Finance Council and 
Father Scott thank you for your 
generosity.  

We are very pleased that our E-
giving over the past four months 
has increased. The collection in-
come through January for the fis-
cal year is about $28,000 below our 
budgeted amount. Our beloved 
church with the associated facili-
ties is 16 years old. As in your 
home, maintenance costs and op-
erating costs need to be ad-
dressed. You have demonstrated 
your generosity to enable us to 
fulfill our fiscal responsibilities. 
Please continue to be as generous 
as you can. 

 

ABVM Parish will host  

Family Promise 

the week of February 11-18.  
 

 

We are pleased to announce that our church has been selected to host home-
less families in the Family Promise Program (up to 14 persons in all).  During 
the seven day period, the Parish Life Center will be closed to parish or-
ganizations in the evenings. Parish Office hours will be unaffected.  Volun-
teer sign-ups are available in the church vestibule.  To learn more about how 
to participate, contact Sharon at seahannan@aol.com or call 484-678-2142. 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  

At ABVM  
 

Do you have a lot of people you are praying for 
everyday?  Are you feeling burdened and trou-
bled? Is your own faith getting lukewarm?  If you 
answered YES to any of these questions, then 
Eucharistic Adoration is for you!  Come experi-
ence the peace and love only Christ can give! Ad-
oration of the Blessed Sacrament is held Monday 
thru Friday, after Morning Mass until 7 pm.    
 

We are in need of additional adorers!! The sign-
up table is located in the church vestibule or 
please contact Mary at 302-388-3752, Cyndi 
at cyndi.m1@gmail.com, or Mary Ellen at 
610-345-0024. 
 

The hours most in need of coverage are:  
Tuesdays: 1, pm, 4 pm, 5 pm,  

Wednesdays: 2 pm, 5 pm, Fridays: 5 pm 
 
 

 When inclement weather approaches, the Eucharistic 
Adoration schedule will follow the Avon Grove School 

District weather closure/early dismissal policy.          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

Ash Wednesday  
 

Wednesday, February 14th 

 

6:30 am Mass & Ashes 

10:00 am Mass & Ashes 

5:00 pm Prayer Service & Ashes 

7:00 pm Mass & Ashes 

 

Week of January 27/28, 2018  $16,978 
Avg. Weekly Collection 2017/2018  

Estimated Weekly 2017/2018 

$17,382 
$18,270 

  
Includes $24,220  E-Giving for January at 33% 
Participation 
 

 



Page 5 - 229 Assumption B.V.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABVM School News 
CƻǳǊǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǘ !ǎǎǳƳǇǝƻƴ .±a {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ 
ǊƻŎƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƘŀƴŘǎ-ƻƴ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƴŀŎƪǎΗ {ǘǳπ
ŘŜƴǘǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƎǊŀƘŀƳ ŎǊŀŎƪŜǊǎΣ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜ ŎƘƛǇǎΣ ƳŀǊǎƘƳŀƭƭƻǿǎΣ ǎǇǊƛƴƪƭŜǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ aϧaǎ ƛƴǘƻ ōŀƎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴ ƅƻƻǊ - ǊƻŎƪǎΣ ǎƘŜƭƭǎΣ ŘŜŀŘ 
ƭŜŀǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǇǳǎƘŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜȄǘōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ǎŀǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƎǎ ǘƻ ŜȄŜǊǘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ 
ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŀǾŜǎ ŘƻΣ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ 
ǊƻŎƪǎΦ 
 

C9.w¦!w¸ 
aƻƴŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ рǘƘΥ !ƊŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƘƻƛǊ tǊŀŎǝŎŜ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ сǘƘΥ уΥмр !a aŀǎǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ tǊŜY ŀƴŘ DǊŀŘŜ п 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ уǘƘΥ !ƊŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¸ŜŀǊōƻƻƪ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
aƻƴŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мнǘƘΥ !ƊŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƘƻƛǊ tǊŀŎǝŎŜ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ моǘƘΥ уΥмр !a aŀǎǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
DǊŀŘŜ у 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ моǘƘΥ !ƊŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ {/!¢{ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ моǘƘΥ IƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ т ta 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мпǘƘΥ !ƊŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мрǘƘΥ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 5ǊŜǎǎ 5ƻǿƴ 5ŀȅ 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мрǘƘΥ !ƊŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¸ŜŀǊōƻƻƪ 

w9DL{¢w!¢Lhb 
!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΚ [ŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ !ǎǎǳƳǇǝƻƴ 
.±a {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ tǊŜY 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DǊŀŘŜ уΗ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ YǊƛǎǘŜƴ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ ǘƻ 
ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǘƻǳǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  
 

!ǎǎǳƳǇǝƻƴ .±a {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǝƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлму-
нлмф ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊΦ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ YǊƛǎǘŜƴ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ ŀǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘϪŀōǾƳǎŎƘƻƻƭǿƎΦǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜΦ 

 

ABVM News 

Sacramental News  

 

CLw{¢  
w9/hb/L[L!¢Lhb 

 

  ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ тǘƘ 
               сΥол ta  
           !.±a /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

   t!w9b¢{ bLDI¢ Chw  
CLw{¢ w9/hb/L[L!¢Lhb 

 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ннƴŘ 
сΥол ta ǘƻ уΥлл ta 
!.±a /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

Saint Project Reflections 
from our 2017 Confirmandi 

 

ñI chose my saint because she stuck with 
what she believed in.  I learned from my 
saint to always have my own opinion.ò 
 

ñI always have to remember to keep my 
religion a priority and always be conscious 
of my decisions to become a better person. 
I admire my saintôs persistence to serve 
God even when he was tortured. I realized 
how important it is to serve the community 
and the Kingdom of God and I will contin-
ue serving our parish by going to church, 
being kind, and helping those in need.ò  
 

ñI chose my saint since she put others be-
fore herself.  I can help others before my-
self too.  I got to see how my service af-
fected the people I helped, so I will contin-
ue to serve as I get older.ò 
 

ñI can be more like my saint by standing 
up for my faith no matter what.ò 
 

ñMy saint shows that no one is like God.  I 
am not perfect, but I can strive to be better 
and try to be a great person by defending 
God and doing good for other people.  I 
learned whenever I make someone smile I 
feel good. I want to keep making more 
people smile.  I also feel happy and good 
inside my heart when I do this.ò  
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Saturday, April 21st 
Assumption BVM School  

 

DŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪΣDŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪΣDŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪΣ   
ŜȄŎƛǝƴƎ ƘƻǊǎŜŜȄŎƛǝƴƎ ƘƻǊǎŜŜȄŎƛǝƴƎ ƘƻǊǎŜ---ǊŀŎƛƴƎΣ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀǳŎǝƻƴΣ 5WΣ ǇƘƻǘƻ ōƻƻǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦǊŀŎƛƴƎΣ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀǳŎǝƻƴΣ 5WΣ ǇƘƻǘƻ ōƻƻǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦǊŀŎƛƴƎΣ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀǳŎǝƻƴΣ 5WΣ ǇƘƻǘƻ ōƻƻǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ   

   

¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ Ϸпр ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ Ϸплр ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘŀōƭŜ ƻŦ мл όŀ ǘŀōƭŜ ƻŦ мл ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ фύ 

 ¢L/Y9¢{ !w9 !±!L[!.[9 bh² !¢ ǿǿǿΦŀōǾƳǊŀŎŜǎΦƻǊƎΦ  

This year,
This year,
This year,   

the theme is 

the theme is 

the theme is    

FIESTA!
FIESTA!
FIESTA!   

 

Southern Chester County Education Initiative 
 
Assumption BVM School is taking part in a local strategic initiative focused on strengthening Catholic Education 
in Southern Chester County.  To view the January 2018 Communication Update from the Southern Chester Coun-
ty Steering Committee, please visit the Assumption BVM School website at: 

 

www.abvmschoolwg.us/   

SAINT OF THE WEEK...                 

                            Saint Josephine Bakhita                        
                                  Feast Day: February 8th 

 

Josephine Bakhita was born around 1869 in Sudan and raised in the Islamic faith.  She was kidnapped around 
�W�K�H���D�J�H�� �R�I�� �V�H�Y�H�Q���E�\�� �V�O�D�Y�H���W�U�D�G�H�U�V�� �Z�K�R���J�D�Y�H���K�H�U���W�K�H���Q�D�P�H���� �³�%�D�N�K�L�W�D���´�� �P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J�� �³�O�X�F�N�\�� �R�Q�H���´�� �� �6�K�H���Z�D�V���V�R�O�G���W�R���D��
number of cruel owners until she was purchased at about the age of twelve by the Italian Consul Callisto Legnani.  
He brought her to Italy and, while serving as a nanny, was sent to live with the Canossian Sisters in Venice. There 
she was formally introduced to the faith, baptized Giuseppina, and eventually granted her freedom.  In 1896 she 
joined the Canossian Daughters of Charity, and for twenty-five years served her sisters as cook, seamstress, and 
portress of their houses in Venice, Verona and Schio.  She was especially beloved by her students for her sweet nature and musical 
voice.  After a long and painful illness, she died in 1947.  Pope John Paul II canonized this first Sudanize saint October 1, 2000 as a 
witness to evangelical reconciliation and a model of freedom.     
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